
 

Lesson Plan 1 & 2: Introduction to Judaism  

Name: Allison Gant                                      Date of Lesson: 
Ages of Students: Seniors                   Number of Students: 30 
Lesson Title: Introduction to Judaism  

Focus Standards: 
 
SL 1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 

Objectives/Learning Targets: After reading Weissbach and watching introduction videos about 
Judaism in general, Kosher eating, various Jewish holidays, and Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s,  students 
will gain a greater understanding of KY Jewish history and of multiple Jewish life-cycle events 
and ritual practices: dietary laws/observing kashrut/kosher-eating, holidays including Rosh 
Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Passover, and Hanukkah, Bar/Bat Mitzvah’s, stereotypes, 
discrimination, entrepreneurship, Israel, and women’s rights.    

Length of Lesson: 2 Days (1 hour each lesson)  
Day 1: Introduction to unit, introduction to Judaism (Kentucky Jewish History and Jewish 
Culture videos, Weissbach and Dembitz readings) and discussion  
Day 2: Introduction to Jewish practices (My Jewish Learning Videos) and discussion  

Homework day 1: students will have listened to the following podcast  
• https://www.npr.org/templates/transcript/transcript.php?storyId=602678381&ft=nprml&

f=510312  
Homework day 2: students will have read the following  

• Weissbach_Kentuckys Jewish History in National Perspective - The Era of Mass 
Migration.pdf 

• http://www.isjl.org/kentucky-encyclopedia.html  
• Each student will come with 1 discussion question prepared based on the readings 

Notes and Concepts: See Slides below 

Class Practice: Class discussion  

  
 
 



 
 

Slides for Lessons 1 and 2: 
 

 
 



 
 



 



 



 

 



 

 
Short class discussion about the podcast students listened to for homework  



 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 


