JuDY SAXE was born Beverly Judith Shapiro in 1935
in Madison, Wisconsin. The daughter of Leila Sinai-
ko, a physical education teacher from Wisconsin,
and David Shapiro, a rabbi from Jerusalem, Saxe’s
family ties to Israel both before and after it became
a state were influential in shaping her Jewish life.

In high school, Judy joined Young Judaea, a Zionist
youth organization, through which she went to Isra-
el for the first time in 1952. Judy attributes her deci-
sion to attend Brandeis University to its strong repu-
tation in the Jewish community in Florida. After her
sophomore year at Brandeis, Judy took a year off for
work study in Israel through the Jewish Agency as a
representative of Brandeis’'s Student Zionist Organi-
zation. She continued this work for two years under
the American Zionist Youth Commission back in the
United States while finishing her degree at Brandeis.

“Boston has tens of universities and col-
Leoes, anad thousands and thousands
of Jewish students, so we ran some ed-
ucational programs...we partnered with
the Bostown MVL’L\/EVS’Ltg Hillel, and ran o
ey O{Motldag progravms, Chanukabh
anol Purime...ano we did some of the same
thing at Harvard Hillel..”

During her work on these campus outreach pro-
grams, Judy met her husband, Stanley, who was a
dental student at Harvard University at the time. In
1962, Stanley joined the opening faculty of the Uni-
versity of Kentucky's College of Dentistry, so the
Saxes moved from Washington to Kentucky. Judy be-
came a pivotal figure in several Jewish organizations,
including Ohavay Zion Synagogue, Hadassah and the
Lexington Havurah. She helped establish Young Ju-
daea programs for Jewish children of different age
groups and is credited with increasing adult partici-
pation in Lexington’s local Hadassah chapter.

‘..what [found bn Lextngton...were coun-
try clubs that were vestricteo, but what |
found bn terms of our day to day Life, the
people we met anat Lnthe schools where My
RLoS went.. . was more Linterest L what Lt

was to e Jewlsh, because they hod never
met Jewish people before”

To this day, the Lexington Hadassah chapter has a
disproportionately large representation atthe national
level, due in part to Judy’s high profile contributions to
the organization. She appreciated that as the women’s
movement emerged in the United States in the 1970s,

‘Haoassah veally went along with it. So,
a lot of My wm, evolution in terms ot
f@mlwlsm...mg oW personal feminism
really came through Haodassah. wWe haol a
great women's discussion group here for
many years, we had some veally nter-
esting seminars own a regtonal Level, ana
then [ went to my flrst national conven-
tlon b 19 — | think Lt must have been
1971. And that was wot only because Lt
was a very exclting, You RNOW, r@aLLg to
see thousanos of women, and all worlk-
Lng for the same thing, but, You Rinow,

Jugt bg chance, wmet people who had con-

NECELONS T My fo mltg.”



